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My Role Model, Soaring Above the Rest 

 You encounter countless people in your life, even before you graduate high school, and some 

people have a greater impact on your life than others. Then there are people who have an impact so 

profound that you aspire to be like them in every way. While most people idolize an athlete, 

actor/actress, or musician, I chose my cousin, Gary. Instead of being a far-removed famous figure, he is a 

humble person who I look up to, and have looked up to for many years. 

 Gary became my role model many years ago when we found common ground in, of all things, 

gaming cards. As I learned more about him, I realized how much I wanted to be like him. At first, we did 

not have much time together because he was working on his Eagle Service Project. As I watched him 

complete his project, I decided that I was going to pursue Eagle Scout as well. As we spent more time 

together, I found out more about him and (proverbially) had to crane my neck to see everything. When I 

was having problems within the scout troop, Gary inspired me to keep going and to persevere to achieve 

my goal, which I was almost ready to abandon.  

 As my confirmation sponsor, he gave me a book on world religions, so I would have 

understanding and tolerance of other faiths. We spent several sessions at Wendy’s going over my 

confirmation workbook. Even though he professed that he was “not the best person to ask,” he had a 

profound impact on the Catholic I am today. He taught me that it is possible to be a young adult and a 

good Catholic at the same time, and that I do not have to sacrifice my values to fit in. 

 I have gone to Gary for any kind of advice I have needed, as he has already accumulated a 

plethora of knowledge, despite being only 22. He is always willing to share his experience with me. I 

trust his judgment, and he has never steered me wrong. He has always been there for me, even if I am 

just having a bad day.  He has given me the strength to stand up for what is right in tough situations. 

 The final and most important reason Gary is my role model is because he had to overcome a lot 

to be successful. Plagued by learning disabilities, bullied for most of his school career, he has shown 
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resilience beyond that of anyone I know personally. Despite all of this, he has turned out to be one of 

the best people I know, a witness to his faith and humanity. Because he was able to overcome these 

hurdles, he has inspired me to overcome challenges that I face, as he has risen above many more of his 

own. 

 While most people have posters of athletes or other high-profile people, my role model is my 

humble cousin. He inspired me to become an Eagle Scout when I was discouraged. He is intelligent, kind, 

and offers me support when I need it. Most importantly, he has overcome many hurdles and defied 

those who said that he would be unsuccessful.  I consider myself blessed to have him in my life. 


